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Abstract 
We will present our experience of running an academic skills course for first year 
students for the last two years. We will illustrate the types of skills that we cover e.g 
essay writing, use of Library and general IT skills – skills required for their academic 



work and also for their future career (screen shots of some of the materials will be 
made available). Due to timetabling issues this course is presented online, 
supplemented with a few short lectures. It is zero credit bearing but it does appear in 
student transcripts. Currently the course is not compulsory, although all first year 
students are enrolled on the course and have two years to complete it. Uptake has 
been mixed – some students say they already have these skills (although our 
evidence shows otherwise) and others say it is difficult to complete along with the 
demands of their other work. We are currently debating whether to make the course 
compulsory and a requirement for all our degree programmes and the poster will 
illustrate some of the pros and cons of our approach. 
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